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BOOKSELLER 
TO THE 
R E A D E R. 
HE Copy of the jfollow- 
ing SERMON, by the Neg- 
ligence of a Perſon, who 
was order'd to deliver it 
to me, came but lately to my Hands, 


which occafion'd its being publiſh d no 
ſooner, 


5 J Kinos, Chap. X. Ver. 9. 
Bleſſed be the Lord thy God, which 
delighteth in he,” to fer thee on 


the Throne of Iſrael : Becauſe 


the Lord loved Iſrael for ever, 
therefore made he thee Kine to 
do Judgment and Justice. 


RE AT Princes and Potentates 
are of ſuch mighty Conſequence 
and Importance, for the Wel- 


are wid Happineſs of Mankind, or the 


contrary ; that you may eafily perceive, 
how aptly and ſignificantly the Prophe- 
tic Writers, and even our Lord Him- 
ſelf, by a Figurative Expreſſion, gives 


them no leſs a Title than that of Heas 
deny Powers. 


If they ſhine forth with all their native 


Maj and Strength, know and ob- 
ſerve their regular Periods and Diſtances, 


the Earth, and its Fruits are bleſt by 


* their 


Aue 
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A SERMON preach'd at the 


E propitious Influence; but if the the 
Powers of Heaven he ſhghen, the Sun dark. 
ned, and the Moon turn'd into Blogd, (+ 
neceflary Conſequence of the other if 
the rr fell, or elaſn with one anther 
in their Courſes, Nature preſently fick. 
ens, and falls inte mortal ae 
in ſhoxt, the whole World returns into 
the Confuſion, out of which it Was 
taken. N 

Such too would be the Caſe, nor the 


Diſorder leſs, in the World Civil, than 
in the Natural, 

'Fis therefore with Pleaſure, that | 
ſee this extraordinary Concourſe, ſuck 
manifeſt Signs of Alacrity, and Joy in 
your Countenances. You have preſent Wi 
to your Minds, I ng way doubt, them 
ny grievous Calamities, which have o 
frequently attended the Demiſe of Sove- ME 
_ reign Princes, whilſt the Succeſſor was at 

great Niſtance, even in the wiſeſt, and 3 
beſt reoted Ebnet. FE 
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We are therefore” aſſembled by Order 
* Authority, to return GO Thanks, 
for che quiet and pedceable Acceſftoꝶ of 
+ Prince to the Throne of theſe Realms 
| who was 6quiathto à Ru; before he bere 
| that Title nov u drop ' Blood: ſhed im 
E | effecting id unleſs ie were by an exothi- 
| tant Sort of Rejyeing on thitt Oecaſton. 
6 Speaking refs ofa RING, where 
could 1 have choſen a Text more proper 
And ſuftable, than out ef the Books: of 
Br 2 Phe ey ones in Which the 
Laws of Hiſtory are exa&ly' ober; 
not the leaſt Mixture of 77 Spite 
e Inolinat ion, or Interest 
The Perſon ip edit . is Royal and 
Y tier Speech is R ORR t6 no leſsa King 
© than Sdyombn, whoſe very Name i is +hap- 
py Augury (if I may fo ſpeak) of this 
= Occafion : Who render'd his People. the 
e eee it the World, 
ail they funk under the delt fut, but 
ruinouis Wei ght of too great and uninter 
wee, e which few States very 
bal Particulars have been able to ſuſtain. 
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Bleſſed be the Lord God who delighted in 
thee (where an Elegant Alluſion is made 
to Solomon's other Name, the | Beloved of 
God, (to ſet thee on the Throne of Iſrael. 
Becauſe the Lord always loved Iſrael (as it 
may be render'd) therefore made He thee 
King, to do Juſtice, or rather Equity, 

Treating on theſe Words, I {hall give 
ſome Account of the Perſon ſpeaking, 
of whom fo large, fo particular Account 
1s given, and her ſhort Oration repeated 
almoſt Word for Word twice in the 


ſacred Writings... 


_ Secondly, Speak of the main Propoſi- 
tion contain'd in the Words, that King 
Government, and a Juſt and Equitable 
Prince, are ſignal Inſtances of the Divine 
Fa vour to any People. 


' Thirdly, Give ſome Inflances, in which 
Solomon was ſo great a Bleſſing to the 
People of Iſrael. Vt; 


| Cathedral Church of Glouceſter. 55 


8 Faurthly, Make ſome Application of the 
whole to this Occaſion of your Meeting. 


I. It ſeems an Overſight of ſome lear- 
ned Men, That the Queen of Sheba, or 
rather Saba (a rich and famous Capital, 
ſituate not far from the Red Sea, known 
to the Jews, who therefore gave her this 

Title from it) was ſome little Arabian 

Princeſs, her Subjects few, and Territo- 
ries but of ſmall Extent. On the con- 
trary, we have good Authority to ſay, 
that She was Queen of Ethiopia, and *7o9bu 1a. 

Part of Ægypt too. Countries both very — 

famous upon different Accounts; the 

latter for being the Mother, and. Nurſe 
of Learning and Sciences; the former 
for the Innocency, and Vertue | of it's 

Inhabitants, for which tis probable, they 

were a great deal owing, to the Wiſdom, 

and Example of this admirable Queen. 

A Greek Writer, contemporary with Solo- 
mon, tells us, in an elegant Figure, that 
the Gods uſed to go at ſome certain Sea- 
1 ſons 


* _ * 
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plants; But weka ve much better Authority 


Ihr South, thiet is, of one of the Qaat 
the World. It may be con jectured too from 
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uet and ſolace thenifelyer 
ertuous and blameleſs Hihio- 


ſons to ban 
among the 


than theſe, that of our Lord himſelf; 
who in two Goſpels calls her the Queen f 
teis of 


the Niehneſs, and Magnifidende of the 
Preſerits She rigde: to Solomon” at het laſt 
interview; the like to which you will 
hardly find in any Hiſtory. This ap. 
pears too from the Greatneſs! of her 


Equipage, She came with a der y great Train, 


or Company, nay wirkt a numerous Ar- 
my, as if is read in moſt Verſions. She 
was too wiſe, too eonfiderate to under - 
take 10 long, ſo perilous a Journey, ot 
ts truſt Sdlomon barely upon Fame With. 


out one. But for what Reaſon did She 
underkake it? Was it to conquer? No: 
She had much nobler Views, more ele- 
vated\Defipns: It was upon the gteur Fume 
of Solomon' 5 ON, vw 1. 


take 


ee 


CC yr . ———— 
I take leave here to obſerye, That 
Princes in Her Time, had à much dif- 
ferent Taſt of Greatneſs, from ſeveral 
who came after, They fought Glory 
and Honour, and he'd their Character 
in the Cultivation of Arts and Sciences, 
not in the Extent and Enlargement of 
their Dominions: But the fatal Exam- 
ple of a Grecian Prince, whoſe Hiſtory 
is in a great Meaſure Fabulous, b 
the Writers of which ever ſa him, nor 
lived within a Hundred Years of his 
Time, infected by a fatal Contagion, ſe- 
veral that came after, to place their 
Glory in Sieges, and bloody 4 
rather than in the flouriſhing Eſtate f 
their own People; in ſubduing their in- 
nocent Neighbours, not in Actions of 
Justice and Equity ; as this Queen gravely 
intimates to Solomon. By doing otherwiſe, 
| unleſs jt be in juſt and neceſſary Wars, 
thoſe fam'd Heroes of ancient or modern 
Times, might deſerve any other Title, 
rather thes that of Great, might be join- 
ed | in Commiſion with 12 and Pe- 
Filence, 
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Filence, and be ſtiled 1luStrious Der. 
ers of Mankind; the Scripture calls em 
Giants, who had always an evil Char. 
Fer, and end in the Sacred Hiſtory : The 
Amicable Contentions, the Bloodleſs and in. 
nocent Wars 1n Solomon's Time, were ſuch 
as we may allow to be in Heaven it ſelf, 
without Fear of derogating from the 
Happineſs of the State. It was for Ma- 
ſtery in Wiſdom, and uſeful Knowledge, 
that they ſo earneſtly contended. 
Inflam'd with this divine Ambition, 
She invaded Judæa, when She heard of 
the Fame of Solomon. And for what was 
he fo much famed ? It was concerning the 
Name of the Lord; that is, his Wiſdom 
not acquir'd, as that of the Philoſophers, 
but inſpired by God himſelf, the Wonders 
which he did by a Divine Power, not 
by Magic Arts, ſo much in requelt at 
that Time, even among Princes ; ſhe came 
to try him with hard QueStions. No doubt 
ſuch as were ſuitable to the Deſign of 
her long Journey, therefore could be no 
other than thoſe of the greateſt Impor- 
1 tance; 
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tance ; ſuch as the Being, Nature and 
Attributes of God, the Certainty of divine 
Providence, of the Immortality of the Soul, 
and the wiſe Arts of Government. Se- 
lomon gave her clear, and diſtin& An- 
ſwers to them all. Bleſſed Queen, all 
glorious within! Triumphant Progreſs! 
How little, how contemptible, is the 
ſo much boaſted Paſſage of the Granicus 
or Ganges, or whatever has been attemp- 
xd in later Ages, tho' ſet off with all the 
luſcious Figures of Rhetoric, in compa- 
riſon of this ! In ſhort, ſhe was then 
made a Proſelyte, or rather farther 
confirm'd in the Belief of the only true 
God; in which ſhe inſtructed her Sub- 
jets at her return, as appears by the 


Cuſtoms, intermix'd indeed with ſome 
very groſs Fables, (what other could be 
expected in ſo long a tract of Time?) 
But there it continued, at leaft in ſome 
Parts, till our Saviour's coming. Expreſs 
mention is made of them in the 2d Chap- 
ter of the Acts of the Apostles ; and at large, 
and very Fertige in the 8th 9 
| | * O 


old * Abyſine Records, Traditions, and f 2e 
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of that Book. Where we read, that 3 
Man of Ethiopia, an Eunuch of great Au. 
thority, under Candace the Queen of Ethi. 
opia (not the Name of the Perſon, but 
uſual Title of their Queens of that Coun- 
lay, try) who had the Charge of all her Treaſure, 
came to Hieruſalem to worſhip, with her 
leave, no doubt, and very probably, by 

her Order; He was now in his return, 

as much bewilder'd in his Thoughts, as in 

the great Deſert he was paſſing through; 

He was reading in his Chariot the fa- 
mous Prophecy of the Meſſab, Iſa. liti, , 

The High Prieſts, and Doctors, had 
given him but little Satisfaction concern- 
ing it. God mercifully regards his pi- 

ous Diſpoſition, places an Evangeliſt in 

a gracious Abs en bn Way. Phil 
explains it, converts and baptizes him; 

the Eunuch goes home rejoycing, and car: 

ries with him a much greater Treaſure, 

than what he left behind him at the 
Temple (which no one approach'd,with- 
out a Gift) or that he was going to ſuper- | 
intend, Tis here that you may - ſee 
the exact Completion of that 3 
e ro- 


4 — — 


Prophety, Iſe lvi. Let not the Eunuch ſay, 
bebold I am 4 diy Tree, Ii give him in my 
Honſe, which" was for bid to Eunuchs, an 
verlating Name, © which hall not be cut 
off. This Eunuch. Father of his Countrey 
converted it, and there it flouriſhes to 
this very Day. F F | 
Two glotions Queens, Nurſing- Mo- 
thers of the Church of God! It would 
be uncharitable not to think that they 
are in Heaven; but can we doubt it of 
two Si ter- Queens, the former freſh in 
moſt, the later in all our Memories, who 
livd with all the Reſerve, and SaniFity 
of Perſons retired, in the midſt of the 
great World, and reputed Seat of Luxu- 
Ty; who divided their Time betwixt 
their Devotion, and Publick Cares. Their 
Charity as much exceeded their Royal 
Revenue, as that did the Eſtate of Sub- 
jects. It was not confined by the Seas 
which ſurround us. Their Works have fol- 
low'd them; they are, we truft, and per- 
ſuade our ſelves, in the Place where all 
Tears are wiped away; and now wear a 
Diadem of Glory, for being content to 
| Ex: endure 
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-of that Book. Where we read, that « 
Man of Ethiopia, an Eunuch of great Au. 
thority, under Candace the Queen of Ethi. 
opia (not the Name of the Perſon, but 
uſual Title of their Queens of that Coun- 

tiny, try) who bad the Charge of all her Treaſure, 
came to Hieruſalem to worſhip, with her 
leave, no doubt, and very probably, by 
her Order; He was now in his return, 
as much bewilder'd in his Thoughts, as in 
the great Deſert he was paſſing through; 
He was reading in his Chariot the fi- 
mous Prophecy of the Aeſſiah, Iſa. iii. 
The High Prieſts, and Doctors, had 
given him but little Satisfaction concern- 
ing it. God mercifully regards his pi- 
ous Diſpoſition, places an Evangeliſt in 
a gracious AAS a the Way. Phil 
explains it, converts and baptizes him; 
the Eunuch goes home rejoycing, and car: 
ries with him a much greater Treaſure, 
than what he left behind him at the 
Temple (which no one approach'd,with- 
out a Gift) or that he was going to ſuper- 
intend, Tis here that you may - ſee 
the exa& Completion of that _ 

ro- 
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Prophety, J. li. Let not the! Eunuch ſay, 
Houſe, whielW was forbid to Eunuchs, an 
everlacking Name, © which ſhall! not be cut 


of. This Eunuch. Father of his Countrey 


converted it, and there it flouriſhes to 
this very Day 4 | 

Two glorious Queens, Nurſing- Mo. 
thers of the Church of God! It would 


be uncharitable not to think that they 


are in Heaven ; but can we doubt it of 
two Si ter- Queens, the former freſh in 
moſt, the later in all our Memories, who 
livd with all the Reſerve, and Sanctity 
of Perſons retired, in the midſt of the 
great World, and reputed Seat of Laru- 
ry; who divided their Time betwixt 
their Devotion, and Publick Cares. Their 
Charity as much exceeded their Royal 
| Revenue, as that did the Eſtate of Sub- 

jects. It was not confined by the Seas 
which ſurround us. Their Works have fol- 
low'd them; they are, we ttuſt, and per- 
ſuade our ſelves, in the Place where all 


Tears are wiped away; and now wear a 
Diadem of Glory, for being content to 


of endure 
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ents one here, much thicker | ſet with 
pungent Cares than Diamonds. 
"Tis a melancholy Reflection, but I fear 
a true one, that few, if any good Princes, 
4 have worn a Crown for ſome confide. 
| rable time, but have ſometimes been rea- 
dy to repent vf it: The Caſe is plain 
in King David, and Solomon; 1 know but 
one Exception of which we can be cer- 
tain, and what is that? Tis of him who 
came down from Heaven, to wear a 
Crown of Thorns, and dye for our Sakes, 


1 proceed now to the Second General 
Head, That a Ju$ and Equitable King, 
is a very diſtinguiſhing Mark of the 
Divine Favour, and Indulgence to a Peo- 
ple, and we have all the Reafon in the 
World to believe that ours is ſuch. _ 

The Diſcourſe foregoing is ſo far from 
being a Digreſſion from the main Deſign 
of my Subject, that I have, in great 
Meaſure prevented my ſelf by it, and 
proved this important Propokition, al- 
moſt before I was aware. You have ſeen IM 
in four or five Inſtances, the Ff 1 

| | | 0 | | 
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of the Reg al Form of Government; 0 " 


happy ve nat which Juſt and Equita- 
ble Princes ſhed down upon their People. 
But as Contraries illuſtrate one another; 


| will prove it too, by briefly conſidering 


of Anarchy. Here Inſtances croud in, and 
almoſt confuſe me. I will give you but 
one, and that out of a Book incompara- 


bly better ſtored with wiſe and uſeful 


Maxims, than that ſo often conſulted 


Oracle, the almoſt ador'd Tacitus. Be plea- 


ſed at next Leiſure to peruſe the Book of 
Judges, from the 17th Ch. to the cloſe of 
that excellent 8 You will there 


ſee in little, Anarchy deſcrib'd in its pro- 


per Colours, in its native Deformity; the 
Chap. begins with theſe ominous Words 
© —There was then no King in Iſrael. A 
bleſſed State, ſome Son of Belial would 


be apt to ſayr ſq we would have it But 


have a little Patience; mark the Conſe- 


quence of ſuch a State, if it can deſerve, 


the Name of any. 

We are all agreed, nor can I doubt, 
that the three great and fundamental 
| Bleſſings of human Life, are the follow- 
ing. | . The 
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5 Firſt, The free and encotira 8d Er. 
erciſe of the tru Religion. 
II. Secondly, he Security of Men 
Perſons and Properties. 


III. Thirdly, Peace at Home. 


But, when there was no King in Whit, 
(which ſhews'the Excellency of the Re. 
gal Government, eſpecially fo mild, and 


wiſely temper'd as our's) all theſe were 


under imminent Danger of being loft 


andextinguiſh'd. 


As to tlie Firft, 


We fead, that an 


; Ephraimite, one of the Worſt of Men, in 


none of tlie be of the Tribes, having 
tranfpteſs'd the Fifth and Eig th Com- 
wan ident, by röbbing his Mother would 
make Atonement for that Crime, bh 
committin! a much greater, the Vibli- 
tion of the econ. And this, if any Law 
had Been ih Porce, was to be puniſh'd 
with immediate Death. He applies Part 
of the Money, and that a ſlender one, 
4 found 4 I graden ani 4 molten Image and 
were in the Houſe of the Man Micah, 

ae Serfpture elegantly calls him, 100 
the 


r 1 
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was no pretence for this Innovation ; by 
the like warrant that he did this, every 
one elſe might have done the kee ang 
| then there might have been as many Re. 
gion as Families. But he , proceeded 
| with ſome ſolemnity, he makes an Ephog, 
provides a Prieſt for his new Gods, and 
be ſure, nor the moſt, towardly, but one 


* 


; * * . 
ty, made Him Frleit. 
= 


But here the Miſchief was, that nei- 


been at ſuch. a Deal of trouble, and Coſt 


alter having been very civilly entertain d, 


1 1 
8 


adding Sactilege, in their Senſe, to Ido- 


Y latry, carry them off by Force, and eaye 
he poon, Man in a Very forlorn Con- 
Edition „ not one God left of ſo great a 
Number, to hom he might apply for 
Relief. They too appointed Prieſts for 


Hr» 


_—— 


which 


of his Sons, and he, by his own Authori- 
ther he was able to ſecure his Gods, nor 
his Gods to protect him, after he had 


about them. A, roving band of Danites, 


Tem, vbo.lafed, fl me | Captivity, 


the Taberpecle nent a there 
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away. I come to the | 


a Night in one of the Towns appertain. 


Parts, leaving one, a Fewi/h and fatal Le. 


Eleven Tribes. The Conſequence wil 


out of all Patience, when their om 


breaks out, in which God permits 'emtd 


Tribe could neyer be recover'd by al 


(which could not be far off, when People 
went on in this faſhion) carried them 


* 


lid Article, Property. A Levite ang 
his Wife, being upon a Journey, paſs 


ing to the Tribe of nn rd Violence 
is committed upon her Perſon, and ſuch 
as has been very rarely read of i 
the moſt barbarous Nations, the reſent. 
ing Levite divides her Body into twelee 


gacy to Benjamin, the reſt 1s ſent to the 


. e 
In the IIId. Head, Civil Peace. The 
who were ſo careleſs and indolent when 
God's Honour was invaded, are noy 


Property is endanger'd ; a terrible Wa 
loſe Forty Thouſand Men, in tweDajs 
Action. At length the Benjamites are van 
quiſh'd, ſlain without Diſtinction of Sex, 
Age or Quality. That lately flouriſhing 
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their Endeavours, (ſo much eaſier it is to 
geſtroy than to re-eſtabliſh) they never 
made any confiderable Figure afterward, 
but were in a manner ſwallow'd up, and 
incorporated in that of Judah. Such were 
the bleſſed Conſequences of Anarchy! 
Have we not therefore juſt Reaſon to 
cry out with Raptures of Thankfulneſs 
and ſoy; Bleſſed be the Lord who hath ſet 
this Kina upon the Throne of Great Bri- 


fvour, will never be favour'd by the 
Makers, or Worſhipper's of Idols. Who 
E adorns our religious Aſſemblies with his 
E Preſence, ſecures em by his Protection 
and Favour, and ſupports the Reforma- 
tion Abroad by his powerful Interpoſi- 
tion. Who will maintain our good 
„and ancient Conſtitution, which ſome 
Nations, that with a very ill Grace 
reproach Us for Levity, have loſt by 
their on; and now fit down by the 


they remember their former Eſtate. - | 
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| tain, and made him King to do Jullice 
and Equity! A Kine who will never 


Haters of their Babylon , and weep when 
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believe, are ſick and ſſarfeitel with 
their own Felicity, they might probs. 


tinent, and obſerve how miſerable many 
People live there in a much more fayoy, | 
rable Climate. Let us therefore always 
maintain this happy ere and de. 
Ae it down to our Negro ba 


. PRs, dog of; MA es one Expreſfion 
of this Queen, in her ſhort Oration, for W 


what and how to, admire. and. commend in 
the right Place , Meaſure and Seaſon; that has 


ing betwixt what is very good, and, whatis 
the very bel; among Things that excel 
to pitch upon that which is most excellent; 


But if any here. which can hardly 


bly recover the Health of their Minds, 
if 1 * would take the Air of the Con. 


e 1 et ü 0 eule! into 


Complement, Iwill. not, callit. 
Wiſe and- bappy i is. the Man,; whoſknays 


acquir'd an Habit of readily, diftinguiſh- 


of which we: have an admirable Exam- 
ple in St. Paul, who comparing thethre 
great Theological Graces, Faith, Hope, 


aud Charity, moſt: ln gives the Pre- 
ference 


f 


— —U— _—_ 1 ND likes t ee r 7 UL RISES 1 v 
ference to Charity, The Number of ſuch 
Men is not very gregt, but. She was of 
hat which we call the, weaker Sex, ans 
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bi Preſenge, or the Pfelee orhto ne. 
with his Eloquence, which hardly any, 
one could reſiſt, nor with his deep In- 
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her into fuck Aſtoniſhment, That there 
was no more Spirit in her? Here, I muſt 
confeſs, I am as much ſurpris'd at her 
Wiidom, as ſhe was at Solomon's. You 


have the Reaſons in her own Excellent 
Method, as I hinted before. 


1ſt, His Civil Prudence in doing 
Juſtice and Equity: An Ability for the 
Diſcharge of which was his firſt Peli. 


tion to God, and ſo highly accep- 


table to the Divine Majeſty. Of this he | 
gave, even in the early Days of his Life | 
and Reign, very ſurprizing Proofs, and 


_ thoſe too in the moſt difficult, and ek 


Junctures and Occafions, As in the Caſe 
of Adonijab, Joab, Shimei, and the reſt. 


The 2d. Was the Houſe which be bl 
built, that is, the Temple, the Houſe of | 


00, as God himſelf calls it in ſundry 


Places. Doing this, he ſtudied not * 
veniency, but * not Frugality ! 
but a pious Profuſion; this great Work, 


the Wonder of the World, and Model 


of thoſe which were erected afterwards, 
was 


athedrat Church of Glouceſter. 21 
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was finiſh'd in Seven Years. But his 

own took up thirteen, not out of Cu- 

riofity and Pride, but as the Hiſtorians joszunvs. 

well obſerve, it was built with a Philo. 

ſophic Indifference, a negligent Sort of 

Care. He accounted the Houſe of God 

his own Home, look'd upon himſelf as a 

Stranger and Sojourner in the other, as Da- 

vid ſa id himſelf, and all bis Fathers were. ' 274, xxriz, 

Decency, and grave Ornaments of 

Places ſet apart for Divine Worſhip, are 
agreeable to the Uſe and Practice of all 

civiliz d Nations, to Natural Religion, 

and acceptable to G0 D, who fo far 

approv'd this pious Deſign, as to deli- 

ver to King David, a particular and ex- 

act Model of it; and David gave to Solo- 1 Ciron, choz; 
non the Pattern which he had by the Spiritt. 3 

| | cannot forbear in this Place, recom- 

mend ing the Example of this great Prince, 

whoſe Hiſtory in his chequer d Life, is 

one of the moſt inſtructive and entertain- 

ing which you can read) to thoſe who 

like him have been deliver'd from great 

and imminent Dangers, that they would 

leaye ſome publick and uſeful Monu- 
ment 
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ment off their Gratitude to: hs great 
Deliverer. We read, That when. God had 


_ gigen-him ire dt from all this; Enemies round 
about; the King ſaid to. Nathan the Prophet: 


See, nom, I dwell in a Houſe, of Cedar, but 
the Ark. of: God dwelleth, within Curtains, 
He -would- have, immediately ſet upon 

building: the Temple, if he bad not been 
forbidden. There was even then a Sort 
of Men, who would ſay, Let us take to 
our ſelves the Houſe of Goda in ; Poſſ Jon; that 
envied the Ark thoſe homely, Curtains, 
which the Man after. God's own Heart 
could not endure, by. reaſon of their 
Meanneſs. But to what End would they 
do this? Why to adorn their own Hou-, 
ſes. Therefore they are ſelf-condemn'd, 


Nor can grave Ornaments diſtra& Men's. 


Devotions, if they are ſerious, and 4 
cere. Will any one ſay, That God ap- 
pointed Ceremonies to the minuteſt 4 


ſtance in his Worſhip, which had a nar 


tural, Tendency to hinder the main De- 


ſign of em? Who will dare to ſay it? 
This World, as a wiſe Heathen obſerves, 


18. the great Temple of God , Man the 
Prieſt 


Cathedrat Church of Glouceſter. 


Prieft to officiate in it. Will any 
one ſay, that the Sight of i Sun-ſhine 
Day, of 'a calm Night, without any 
Cloud, when the Ho# of Heaven march 
out in their glorious Atray, in ſo exact 
Order, that not one of thein'ls 'one inch 


out of its own Rank (nor e] che Wotld 


otherwiſe fubſiſt) will they fay this glo- 


rious Proſpect hinders, al diverts their 
pious Affections? On the — are 


we not in a manner forced ts cry out 


with one, The Heavens lee "the" oo. David. 
of God; And With another, That the in- 8. 2 


0;feble Things" of God are cheirly ſconze by 
the Thin 8 wil he bas made ? "How: Ha- 
tural is it 


ſo adbrn'd; hat are, er che 
of his'Prefence, what the Heaven bf- Hea- 
dent! Himſelf how glotipus FL 


The nest Thing wife eli aiteern⸗ 
ing Ae obſerves, was, the" Jetinsof 
' his 585 rbants, An Ea ſtern Expfeſi ion, Which 
fignifies tlie exact and Ready Offer and 


Obeqience of all His "Miniſters ànd Do- 


'meſtics.” In. cflkinüal Acton; And'ne- 


ver 
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Fer out of Temper ;. ſtill employ'd, and ne- 
ver out of their proper Place and Station. 
Servants are frequently a ſort of Com. 
ment and Explanation of the Temper 
and Diſpoſition of their Maſters, by ob- 
ſerving the Air, Language, and Beha. 
viour of thoſe before or behind the 
Coach, one may form a pretty near Con. 
jecture of the Humour and prevailing 
Paſſion of thoſe that are within. Solomon 
Court was ſo regular and compoſed, ſo 
gracious and eaſt? of Acceſs, that you 
might know the Greatneſs of any one's 
Station, by the more than erdinary De. 
gree of his Condeſcenſion and Afﬀability. 
This Queen was fo aſtoniſh'd at it, that 
dhe ſeem'd almoſt willing to change Her 
Royal Condition for one of theirs ; as 
She intimates in that affecting Paſſage: 
Happy thy Officers ; happy theſe thy Servants 
which ſtand before thee continually, and hear 
c c 1 

There is a noble Sort of Contagion, 
if I may fo ſpeak, in conſummate Wiſdom, 
and Vertue. This was anciently  obſer- 
ved of Socrates, but we have much grea- 
ter 
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fer Inſtances in the inſpired Writers. Good 
Men 1mprove, and even the incorrigibly 


wicked are leſs bad in their Preſence, and 


| Neighbourhood. Iron, dull and heavy as it is, 


acquires d Magnetic Quality when touch'd by 


the Load-ſtone,and ſerves,tho'a blind, yet ſafe 
Guide to direct the Mariner in his Courſe 
thro' the wide, and tractleſs Ocean; the 


dark Planets themſelves acquire an attractive 
Power, and govern the Moons which are 


| about 'em; ſhine like Stars, enlighten and 


direct us here below, by reflecting the Light, 


and enlivening Warmth of the Sun. Thus 


the Servants of Solomon moving near him, 


and imitating his Vertues, became them- 


| ſelves ſubordinate, leſſer Solomons in their ſe- 
veral Orbs and Stations, A Leſſon not im- 


proper for Parents, Magiſtrates, and Maſters 
| of Families. | 1 


The next Thing this judicious Queen ob- 


ſerv'd, was his aſcent to the Houſe of the Lord; 


ſituate upon a Mountain: His Proceſſion, 
eſpecially upon the great Feſtivals, equall'd 


the Pomp, and Magnificence of an Inaugura- 
tion. He made a much more glorious Figure, 


kneeling at the Foot of the Altar, than when 
MH Wt 3.2% ſeated 
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Admiration.  _ tar] 
I proceed now to point briefly at fome of 
themanyAdvantages reſulting from-thisCon- 
duct. By devoutly and faithfully ſerving 
God, himſelf was ſerv'd by an affectionate, 
and willing People. Piety is the beſt means 
of gaining the Hearts of the Subjects, in the 
4:40, Judgment of the wife Heathen, and even of 
TOs the celebrated Florentine Statesman, tho per- 
Meli. haps not a better Chriſtian than the other, 
me He reigned over Iſrael all the Days of his Life, 
as ſome interpret it, ſo long as be lived to God, 
for the Fewiſh Writers are poſitive, that he 
attained to ninety Years of Age. _ 
In the next Place, he was rever'd, and 
lov'd Abroad. Allthe Princes of the Earth ſent 
Preſents and Gifts to him; a fofter Name for 
Tribute. They thought it greater Honour 
to be ſubjeR to this King, than to reign over. 
their Own People. So ſweet; fo bene ficent, ſo 
intire is the Empire of conſuminate Goodneſs and 
Wiſdom. Tis thus, that the Angels, and hap- 
py People of Heaven are govern'd; and Solo- 
men's Reign was a feint Type, and Shadow 
— -: As 
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As t was, in the ThirLPheed in Aae. 
ſal and well ſettled. Peace. Nor do; w Me read of 
any like it "tall « our, Saviour.s « Ping. "Th e 
very. Name of ſuch a Pate is uſic K to any | 
human and Chridlizn Ear. When Fegce enters 
| theBreaſteyenof a privatePer Nl Wo brings 
| the moſt delightful Company, in the World 
along with her zand who, are they. ' Contenta- 
tion, Love, Toy y. St. Paul admirahl y. joins them 
together, He tells the Galatians, the Fruits o 
the Spirit are Love, Toys. Peace. Prays for, t 
 Coloſhans, that the Peace, of. Cod, inſepera ; fie 
from the other) may rule in their. egrts. And 
bleſſing the-Romans, he ſpeaks id ſtronger 
Terms; Nom the God of ops, fill Jon n all 
19% and Peace, ne ES 


But, Fuurthly, As: his Rejgn Was peacea- 
ble, it was opulent too, and flouriſhing : the 

Treafl ure of the World, with an uniftermit- 
ted Lide flow'd in. LS ivy er was, of 
no Account, even in ordinary. Commerce. 
His Subjects: minding their own Bufineſs, cul- 
tivating the Soil, „improving Manufactures, 
inventing, ieful. Arts and Sciences, which 
hen we recover, 1 having been loſt we 
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are pleaſed to call new Diſcoveries, they at. 
tain 4 the higheſt Pitch of human Felicity, 
And what is that? You have the Definition 
of it in a noble Roman, who himſelf nee 
but a very little ſhare of it. 

Deen. AQuies De ſideriorum Felicitas. 
Happineſs conſiſts in a compoſed, and ſedate 
Reſt of our Appetites, and Deſires. 

This naturally leads me to the laſt Head 
of Diſcourſe, to apply what has been ſaid, 
to the preſent Occaſion. 

People ſtrong of Imagination, are fond of 
Parallels, but there have been very fe | 
good ones. May His Majeſty's Reign he a 

compleat one to that of Solomon, before 
continued Proſperity had in great Meaſure 
corrupted both Prince and People. But 
I may fay (without Flattery, which muſt 

never preſume into the Place where I now | 

ſtand, nor within the fight of thoſe Altars 

that the King's Acceſſion to the Throne was 
much more eafie and favourable, than the 
others : This was conftrained to ſhed no vul- 
gar, no ordinary Blood, to ſecure himſelf up- 

on the Throne. There was nothing & that 

here; H as not only expected with a loyal 
Sort 
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Sort of Impatience of all hts People, bor t the | 
very Winds, the Seas, and Seaſons, were. 


unuſually favourable: 


Solomon, whoſe Wiſdom increas'd his Sor⸗ 
row, could never look on his Heir without 
Grief ; Ours looks upon his with Joy. 


we cannot but conceive great Hopes of a 
Prince, who beſides his other Accompliſh- 


ments, laying down firſt his Rudiments in 
theArt Military, under the greateſt Maſter - 
of this Age,return'd a compleat and fortunate 


Genera, from his firft: Campaign: 


The Kine's Zeal for the Intereſt'of the 
whole Reformation, the Order of his Court, 
the Juſtice of his Government, the Bravery 
of his Troops, drew the Reg ards of Great 
Britain after him. He Pag not, but accep- 
ted the profer'd Throne. He came, not ſo 
much to receive a Crown forhimſelf, and Fa- 
mily, as to be in a Capacity of ſecuring the 
Religion eſtabliſh'd, and your Properties. Men's - 
native Soil has very powerful Engagements, 


hard ly to be overcome by the ſtrongeſt-Ge- 


nius. He left His for Your Sakes: And in 
what Condition did he leave it? One of the 


moſt flouriſhing in all Germany. And if we 
do 


30 x reddh dat the 


do our ES ee a very fair, Proſped. 
(pity it ſhould;be at all hinder'd,): that thi 
Kingdom will be one of the moſt flouriſhing 
-nther World. 
In order to this great End, let me entrezt 
and conjure youby all that is fac red, or-dear 
.to.,yop, that you will leave off that Inſular) 
ſort of Humour, which has of late become 
ſo faſhionable, of dividing, aud ranging your 
ſelves into Parties. Let thoſe barbarows, and 
hateful Names of Diſtinction return to the 
Infernal Manſions, from whence they were 
ſent by the Father of Diſcord, and Lies, to ſet 
the World in a Elame. Our Diviſſons are 
the only Fear and Grief of, our Friends, the 
only Hope and reliance of our Enemies. 
Tis amazing to conſider, that in the tige 
of our Anceſtors, when there were ſcarcely 
ſo many People in England, as there arc nov 
in the Capital, and ſome few adjacent Coun- 
; ties; our Princes could project, and. near ac- 
com pliſh the Conqueſt of Paleſtine at a thou- 
ſand Leagues diſtance. The People are fue 
increas d, but not the Joy. But We are full of 
en and. Jealoufcs of, being, in- 


-vaged our ſelves, 
1. fs ; TER Nn 
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Nunc ommer terre aur az fonts: cite oni 
Suſpenſor —— 
We Have à terrible Inſtance of this: fatal 
Conſequences of Diviſions, in the _ 
next tö Solomon's, and which: was the: 
64 reverſe. of the other. Abufing their 


former Times with the dene then run in 


want a Leader. Ceaſe Y Jerobram, applying 


ruin of his Family, fo dextrouſſy fbments 
the Miſunderſtanding betwixt* the Prince 
and People, that Ten Tribes: at once fall 
off from the Houſe of David. Afterthis 
comes Holaty; and a Succeſſion of evil 
pfinces, and conſequently: wifortunate; and 
at laſt a moſt dreadful Captivity, Millions 
of People clean ſwept away from thieir na- 
tive Country, nor can Hiſtor) tell us chat 
became of em. 4 
| Every ones grows wiſe, Eitler Time 


Wealth and Leiſure, they fall to comparing 


to Parties; and they, once form d, will never 


the Wiſdom he learn'd 7 Solomon to the 


enough, or too late. Let us take early Care, 
if we abuſe God's Mercies, his Judgments 
lie at the Door. The pious, eloquent, and 


much- ſuffering Job, tells us, c. XXXV111. that 
God 
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God has whole Magazines of Wrath... Ha 


the day of Battle and War ? He can turn the 
become the Seat of a Civil War, in Compa. 


Salvation. If you fincerely diſcharge your 


one another, you will have the Divine Be. 


Place, in which the meaneſt of us all, who 


| ſhall find Admiſſion, will out-ſhine Sole 
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thou enter d into the Treaſures of the Snow ? 0, 
haſt thou ſeen” the Treaſures of Hall, which ] 
have feſerd d againſt the time of Trouble, againſt 


Murrain of Cattle into a raging Peſtilence 
among your ſelves : Can arm the Britains 
againſt the Britains, as well as againſt the 
French; make the Heart of the Kingdom 


riſon of which, a foreign War would be a 
great Bleſſing. iin 
But 1 hope better Things of you, Things 
which will iſſue in Temporal and Eternal 


Duties to God, to his Vice-gerent, and to 


nediction, both in your Publick and Private 
Capacities, and at laſt arrive at that happy 
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mon in all his Temporal Glory. 
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